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Welcome to Zion National Park and Southwestern Utah 
 
The 2014 APS rendezvous will be headquartered at Springdale, UT, with a backdrop of Zion 
National Park. Those who join in this APS annual event will see Penstemon and other native 
flora of southwestern Utah at a prime time for comfortable temperatures and unsurpassed 
desert color. Formal tours during this event will be held in Zion National Park, and a loop which 
will pass near Cedar City, Old Iron Town, Enterprise, Snow Canyon, and the edge of the Mojave 
Desert in Utah; where we will see a diverse variety of Penstemon and other native plants. For 
the first time in APS history, we will meet with the Utah Native Plant Society and its 
Southwestern Chapter based out of Springdale, UT. This rendezvous will be a fabulous 
opportunity for both societies to mingle and meet new aficionados of our native plants.    
 

Meeting Dates 
 
The 2014 APS rendezvous is scheduled for Friday, May 16 to Sunday May 18, 2014. An optional 
post-meeting tour is being planned for Monday May 19 to potentially see two extra Penstemon 
species (P. ammophilus and P. bracteatus) which have very narrow endemic distributions. The 
end of this post-conference tour will leave you in the immediate vicinity of Bryce Canyon 
National Park and within an hour’s drive of Escalante, which is at the center of Grand Staircase 
Escalante National Monument.  
 

The Region 
 
Zion Canyon was first set aside as Mukuntuweap National Monument in 1909 and later 
renamed Zion National Park in 1919 (Utah's first official national park). Southern Utah is 
America’s national park capital with Arches, Bryce Canyon, Canyonlands, Capitol Reef, and Zions 
along with Monument Valley Navajo Tribal Park. Besides these national parks there are other 
spectacular natural wonders within a short drive from Zion. Two unforgettable sites are Grand 
Staircase Escalante National Monument and Cedar Breaks National Monument, both north of 
Zion. Also, just a short distance to the south from Zion you can visit Arizona’s Grand Canyon 
National Park. This scenic region of the southwestern US is a geological and ecological wonder 
where the natural flora and fauna are phenomenally diverse. 
 

Travel to Zion National Park 
 



Zion National Park can be reached via air or ground transportation. You can fly into St. George, 
UT Municipal Airport (54 miles from Springdale, UT and Zion’s South Entrance) or Cedar City 
Regional Airport (58 miles from Springdale). More adventurous travelers may wish to fly into 
Salt Lake City International Airport (312 miles from Springdale) or Las Vegas, NV McCarran 
International Airport (169 miles from Springdale) and rent a vehicle to tour the region. The 
smaller airports are serviced by fewer air carriers while the Salt Lake and Las Vegas airports 
support multiple airlines. 
 

Lodging 
 
Please make your own reservations for lodging. We do have arranged for reduced rates and 
reserved rooms at the two establishments listed below. Furthermore, there are over 20 motels, 
hotels, inns, or bed and breakfasts in Springdale and Rockville (a sister community slightly west 
of Springdale). At the publication date, there are still plenty of rooms left; HOWEVER, mid-May 
is a very busy time of year so it would be wise to make your reservations very early. 
 
We have reduced rates at the following establishments. In both instances you will need to 
reserve the room using a credit card. 
 
Best Western Zion Park Inn 
1215 Zion Park Boulevard 
Springdale, UT 84767 
Phone:  1-800-934-7275 
http://www.zionparkinn.com/  
 
When calling to make your reservations at the Best Western please tell them that you have a 
“Group Code” which is “APS.”  Reservations can be made at the reduced rate of $139.50 + 
12.8% tax for single/double occupancy in standard rooms with two queen-sized beds. 
Additional people in the rooms cost $12 each up to four people total in a room with the existing 
bedding. These reduced rates are also available for a few reservations for either/or one day 
before and/or one day after the APS meetings (May 15th & 18th).  These reduced rates include 
their famous American breakfast buffet and are available for reservation until May 16, 2014, 
or until our reserved block of rooms are sold out. 
 
Bumbleberry Inn    
97 Bumbleberry Lane 
Springdale, UT 84767 
Phone: 1-800-828-1534 
http://www.bumbleberry.com/  
Reservations must be made by April 1, 2014 
 
When calling to make your reservations at the Bumbleberry Inn please tell them that you have 
a “Group Code” which is “APS” or the “American Penstemon Society.” Reservations can be 

http://www.zionparkinn.com/


made at the reduced rate of $168 plus taxes for two queen-sized beds, $128 plus taxes for a 
king-sized bed and $108 plus taxes for a queen-sized bed. These reduced rates are available 
until April 1, 2014 or until our reserved block of rooms are sold. 
 

Camping 
 
There are two campgrounds within or close to Springdale, UT. Zion Canyon Campground is a 
private campground in Springdale just a short distance before entering Zion National Park (479 
Zion Park Blvd., Springdale, UT 84767). The other campground is called “Watchman 
Campground” and its entrance is just inside the south gate of Zion next to Springdale, UT. 
 

Meals 
 
Both the meals at the Friday evening social and Saturday evening banquet are included with the 
registration fee and will be held at the Canyon Community Center, 126 Lion Blvd, Springdale, UT 
84767. All other meals are on your own. We suggest that you pack your lunches appropriate for 
the field trips you choose.   
 

Welcome Reception 
 
All are invited to meet and socialize beginning at 5:00 pm Friday (May 16) at the Canyon 
Community Center, 126 Lion Blvd, Springdale, UT 84767. The catered meal will be served at 
6:00 pm. 
 
Near 7:00 p.m. we will be treated to a conversation with Dr. Walter Fertig (the co-chair of this 
year’s annual APS Meeting) whose presentation is entitled “Zion 101.”  Dr. Fertig (Walt) has 
been a professional botanist/ecologist consultant for various government and private entities in 
and around Zion for 12 years and has been an instructor with the Zion Canyon Field Institute 
Instructor. Since October 2013 he has been collections manager for digital data and lichens at 
the Arizona State University Herbarium. 
 
The following information on Walt is from Zion Natural History Association’s website where he 
was Field Institute Instructor. “Walt Fertig has a Ph.D. in botany from the University of 
Wyoming. Walt has extensive experience as a working field botanist. He has worked for the U.S. 
Fish & Wildlife Service, the Forest Service, the Bureau of Land Management, the U. S. Geologic 
Survey, and the National Park Service among others. His field studies have occurred through 
much of the Rocky Mountain West and southern Utah area. He is also an accomplished 
botanical illustrator, having had his illustrations published in three books and 25 government 
technical publications. His plant knowledge is encyclopedic, and his enthusiasm for all things 
flora is boundless.” 
 

Banquet 



 
The annual APS rendezvous banquet and business meeting will be held at the Springdale 
Canyon Community Center on Saturday May 17. A reception will begin at 6:00 pm and dinner 
will be served at 6:30. Following the meal at about 7:15 pm there will be a brief business 
meeting for both the APS and Utah Native Plant Society after which we will have the 
opportunity to listen to our keynote speaker, Dr. Noel H. Holmgren. Noel’s topic will be 
"Penstemon of Southern Utah and adjacent Arizona," he has made it his life’s work to study the 
systematics of Scrophulariaceae with a focus on the genus Penstemon. Noel completed his B.S. 
in Botany at Utah State University in 1962 and his Ph.D. in botany in 1968 at Columbia 
University. Most of his professional career has been spent at the New York Botanical Garden. 
Noel and his wife Dr. Patricia Holmgren recently completed the sixth volume of Intermountain 
Flora. Patricia and Noel were recently awarded the prestigious 2012 Asa Gray Award for 
Lifetime achievement in their field.   
 

Field Trips 
 
You can select from two trip options on Saturday and Sunday as a part of the regular meeting 
agenda. Also available after the meeting is the all-day trip to see P. ammophilus and possibly P. 
bracteatus in bloom on Monday, May 19. 
 
All Saturday, Sunday, and Monday field trips will leave from the Canyon Community Center 
parking lot (126 Lion Boulevard, Springdale, UT). We encourage you to find field trip 
companions and we will help facilitate carpooling and minimize the number of vehicles on the 
auto tours. If you choose not to drive you can either leave your vehicle at the Canyon 
Community Center or at your own lodging. Springdale is a small community and it is possible to 
walk to the Community Center or take the free park shuttle from most lodging in town. 
 
Old Iron Town/Beaver Dam Field Trip 
This trip will involve several hours driving and will return to Springdale about an hour before 
the evening activities; however, the reward will be to potentially see the following penstemon 
species: P. ambiguus, P. caespitosus var. desertipicti, P. confusus (both the typical confusus and 
the very tall intermediate utahensis/confusus specimens), P. eatonii, P. linarioides, P. palmeri, P. 
petiolatus, P. pinorum, and P. thompsoniae. Most, but not all of these will be in bloom during 
our trip. In addition to these penstemon, there are others in the region, but to see them will 
add at least an hour’s drive and in some cases require a high clearance vehicle. Specifically we 
are aware of P. franklinii, P. leonardii var. higginsii and P. rostriflorus in the area. 
 
This field trip will pass through several ecosystems from the high country near Cedar City to the 
edge of the Mojave Desert and will provide an opportunity to see great diversity in both flora 
and fauna. In one stop we will see seven different species of penstemon within a 10 minute 
walk. Five of the species are all crowded into one little area which I have dubbed a natural 
penstemon garden. It is the only place I have ever seen that many species.  
 



Zion National Park Field Trips 
At present we envision three different venues.  All participants who wish to enter Zion National 
Park will need to secure their own National Park Pass.  This pass is not part of the meeting 
registration fee. 
1. Kolob Terrace Road to Lava Point and upper West Rim Trail:  leave from Springdale west on 
UT 17 to Virgin, up KT road to Lava Point. Park at Lava Point to see P. higginsii and other 
wildflowers and scenic views (hopefully Lewisia brachycalyx will be out too). There are other 
places to stop along the way for wildflowers, or the group could hike from Lava Point to the 
West Rim Trail for P. leiophyllus, other wildflowers, and more views. This will take most of a 
day, but we expect to be back to Springdale in early afternoon for other activities. 
  
2. East Rim trail from east entrance hike: We expect to see Penstemon x jonesii, P. laevis, P. 
pachyphyllus and many other rare and unusual plants (a rare yellow violet, for example), great 
views, and a waterfall. Expect up to 3/4 of a day depending on how far people want to go on 
the trail. This trip would require driving to the upper east end of the park – and carpooling is 
recommended – as the parking area is small. Limit 12 people per group (wilderness regulations) 
  
3. Zion Canyon - East Rim Trail (from Weeping Rock), Emerald Pools Trail, Menu Falls hike: All 
are short hikes from drop off points on the park shuttle route. One would expect to see 
Penstemon x jonesii, P. humilis var. obtusifolius, and P. eatonii. Depending on the number of 
stops, this could be all day or 3/4 day. One will be able to return to the shuttle at will. 
 

Field Trip Preparation 
 
Most of the field trips take us into places with limited access to food, water, or other essential 
equipment. If you are a driver for the auto tours, be sure to start each field trip with a full tank 
of gas. Make sure you have a good spare tire. All field trip participants please bring the 
following: 
Sack lunch 
Water (at least ½ gallon per person) 
Jacket 
Wide-brimmed hat 
Insect repellant 
Good hiking shoes 
And remember your camera! 
 

Annual Meeting Schedule 
 
Friday 
1:00 pm – Board Meeting, APS (Canyon Community Center) 
5:00 pm – Welcome reception at the Canyon Community Center (food service begins at 6 pm) 
 
Saturday 



All car field trips depart from the Canyon Community Center parking lot (126 Lion Boulevard, 
Springdale). 

7:00 am – Depart on the tour to Cedar City, Old Iron Town, Snow Canyon, and Beaver Dam 
Mountain. 

Departure times for tours to Zion National Park will be determined at the meeting. 
6:30 pm – Banquet, annual business meeting, keynote speaker (Canyon Community Center) 
 
Sunday 
All car field trips depart from the Canyon Community Center parking lot (126 Lion Boulevard, 

Springdale). 
7:00 am – Depart on the tour to Cedar City, Old Iron Town, Snow Canyon, and Beaver Dam 

Mountain. 
Departure times for tours to Zion National Park will be determined at the meeting. 
Evening free to enjoy local cuisine with old and new friends made during this meeting. 
 
Monday 
The field trip departs from the Canyon Community Center parking lot (126 Lion Boulevard, 

Springdale). 
7:00 am – Depart for the post-meeting tour to Johnson Canyon that ends near the entrance to 

Bryce Canyon. If one chooses to stay with the tour to participate all the way to the 
Bryce Canyon area it may be wise to plan your Monday night stay somewhere in or 
near there rather than returning to Springdale.  Although it would be possible to 
return to Springdale it will be later in the evening. 

 
 
 
 
 


